
Dentaltown editorial director Dr. Tom Giacobbi says:
When CBCT technology started to permeate the dental 

market, many dentists were paralyzed by the price. However, with 
improvements in technology and more options in the marketplace, 
the real question is, “Which one should I buy?” Once dentists 
literally see what this technology can reveal, their eyes are opened 
to a new world of possibilities. Implants are most often the first 
procedure mentioned as a major impact on the practice.

Townies are saying …
“Throughout my career, I’ve 

relied on the ability to interpret 
a 2-D radiographic image and 
to use that information to 
extrapolate in my mind what the 
dental anatomy and surrounding 
bone would actually look like. 
Now, with my Carestream 8100 
3D CBCT, I’m able to view 
the reality of the anatomy and 
surrounding bone, without any 
need to wonder or imagine.  

“I continually have ‘wow’ 
moments after I’ve examined a 
patient and viewed the periapical 

radiograph, when the CBCT 
shows me a much more advanced 
disease process then what I’d been 
able to initially interpret. 

“The case shown here is an 
example of a clinical situation 
where the radiograph did not begin 
to tell the real story that the CBCT 
was able to reveal: Severe periapical 
and lateral bone loss around the 
upper left first premolar that, once 
understood, was truly a ‘wow!’ 
moment.”

 Dr. Brett E. Gilbert, King Endodontics, 
Niles, Illinois
“bgil32” 
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continued

Townies Are Saying ...

 “When we bought the Planmeca cone 
beam upgrade to our existing Panorex 
about two years ago, our primary goal was 
to use it for treatment-planning implants. 
It’s an invaluable tool for implant cases, 
and we’ve also found it to be extremely 
useful for endodontics—we’ve found 
radiolucencies around failing endo teeth 
that weren’t apparent on traditional 
radiographs, and recently I was able to 
identify a deep split in a canal system that 
I otherwise might have missed. While 
I don’t use it on every endo case, I find 
myself going to the cone beam more often, 
both pretreatment and during treatment.  
As a tool for improving the quality of 
patient care, it’s been well worth the 
investment.”

 Dr. Thomas Weir, James Island Dental  
Associates, Charleston, South Carolina
“dr_tom”

“The decision to purchase a 
Carestream 9300 Select CBCT one year 
ago was the best decision we’ve made for 
the practice to date.  We’ve experienced 
the best year-over-year growth in both 
production and collections that we’ve 
ever had—more than twice our previous 
best growth rate. The ability to more 
accurately diagnose and identify pathology 
that would otherwise not be evident on 
a 2-D radiograph, to more confidently 
present treatment plans, and to have 
additional treatment modalities such as 
guided surgery available to us has led to 
a tremendous increase in case acceptance 
and overall practice growth.”

Dr. Kyle Shank, Shank Dentistry, Indianapolis 
“kwshank”

 “Following the techniques laid out by 
Cory Glenn and Armen, I utilize Blue Sky 
Plan to have surgical guides made. Those 
guys and Blue Sky Bio have revolutionized 
the implant game.  It is much more 
predictable, profitable and enjoyable to 
place implants guided.

“Comparing 2-D images to 3-D 
images is like comparing an old-fashioned 
road map to Google Earth. You may 

think you have the whole story with a 2-D 
image, but you may really be in the most 
dangerous part of St. Louis.

“I upgraded my Carestream 8100 
2-D to a 3-D.  It was an easy decision for 
me to stay with Carestream because it 
was a good product, a seamless transition 
software-wise, and much cheaper.

“I can’t even begin to tell you how 
many times I was unsure of a diagnosis 
on an upper posterior tooth, then took 
a CT and found the diagnosis to be 
obvious. I now look at all 2-D images, 
especially on the maxilla, with a degree 
of skepticism.  I don’t always take a CT 
when doing endo, but if anything is the 
slightest bit unusual on a PA, I’ll take a 
sectional CT.”

 Dr. Jay Cunningham, Cunningham Dental,  
Paducah, Kentucky
“jaymsu2004”

“The Carestream 8100 3D is a 
workhorse in our office. What pushed 
us to the new machine was our desire 
to get into guided implant placement 
using the Blue Sky Bio software. We 
do not have a digital impression system 
in the office, so with the new machine 
we were able to create digital models 
from the impression or stone models. 
The .STL file it creates is an open file, 
which is easy to transfer to the implant 
planning software. Also, taking full-
arch scans has been helpful to create 
more accurate guides.” 

 Dr. Philip C. Hunt, Wood Creek Dental, Greenville, 
South Carolina
“drphilliphunt”

 “Patients find the CBCT really 
impressive. When we review scans 
together, they are pretty amazed to 
‘see’ what their skull and jaws look like! 
Seeing their anatomy in 3-D makes it 
easier for them to understand proposed 
treatment, and why the procedures are 
needed. At the same time, it fortifies a 
sense of trust and value, as patients see 
that we have invested in technology that 
gives us clearer, much more thorough  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
information than the FMX/pano 
they are accustomed to. The J. Morita 
Veraviewepocs 3D R100 has a nice FOV 
range of 40x40 up to 180x180, so it’s 
versatile and precise.”

 Dr. Luke Wolniak, Prairie Fields Dentistry,  
Overland Park, Kansas
“LDubbs”

“I’ve been using my CBCT for 
roughly five years as an adjunct to the 
2-D panoramic images for wisdom-
teeth removal. Typically this involves 
cases where the impacted teeth are in 
a suspicious position on the Panorex. 
Prior to using 3-D images, wisdom teeth 
removal was more stressful clinically. My 
iCAT CBCT has been helpful providing 
an exact 3-D location of rotated or 
distoangular upper #8s and adjacent 
maxillary sinuses. Lower lingually 
situated #8s or those near the inferior 
alveolar canal can also be easily observed. 
These images provide confidence that 
surgery is possible in my general dental 
practice with IV sedation. CBCT 
has reduced the risk of unnecessary 
complications. It has also improved 
confidence to refer out for oral surgery 
under general anesthesia.”

Dr K. Appalraju, Red Deer, Alberta, Canada
“KAppalraju”
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